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mercial relations which, as they anticipate, must
one day bind nation with nation. I cannot say
that this seems to me a very profound pliilo-
sophy. Wars spring from the bad passions of
men; and if they could bo prevented by a
gradual subjugation of such disturbing forces, no
doubt there would then be much cause to* rejoice
in so auspicious a change. It does not follow,
however, that nations would bo the bettor if
wars were suppressed by a merely external
hindrance, such as the inconvenience of inter-
ference with trade. In the first place, u pro-
longed peace, thus artificially maintained, would
probably produce internal discontents by denying
the passions their natural outlet, and would
thus promote that worst species of war, the
civil war of class against class, In tho second
place, it would probably prevent a nation
from recognising its great men, or oveu per-
ceiving its need of greatness, whether hereditary,
elective, or self-assorted. It is through its fears
that a people feels love and reverence; and it
is through external dangers that it is reminded